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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, Fe learn what Sampson himself understood by the 
Spirit of the Lord, which had been upon him, but had 


LETTER VII. departed from him. Ife says, ** O Lord God remem- 


ber me I pray thee, and strene ay y 

INQUIRY CONCERNING THE this ae, 8 God, adie bed ta sgh as 

PHRASE; SPIRIT OF GOD. | the Philistines for my twoeyes.”” What Sunrpton here 

(Continued ficial page 78.) ' prays for, was what had been upon him, had departed 

| from him, and is called, ‘the Spirit of the Lord.” 

Sir.—In a number of passages, “* the Spirit of the | What was this? It was strength or power from the 

Lord.” and ‘ the Spirit of God,” is said “* to come on, | Lord, if Sampson may be allowed to give us an expla- 
and to be upon persons.’ These modes of speaking ‘nation, ri 


: ; ‘ . >} ra én 8 . e 
we shall now proceed to examine. Thus the gina 4th. In 1 Sam. x, 6, it is said to Saul, “The Spirit 
- y , Spiri some Upon . 5 e's 
said unto Mary, ** The holy Spirit shall come upo | of the Lord will come upon thee.” At verse 10th it is 
: Qf . “ ry 2 the Savia ; TT os $ 
thee,” Luke i. 35. And in chap. iv. 18, the “aviour added, “ The Spirit of God came upon him.” Re- 
quoting Isaiah Ixi. 1, says, ** The Spirit of the Lord God | 


— oon ~ 


where David evidently referring to this says,-—"* The 
Lord made me understand by his hand upon me, even 
all the works of this pattern.” Can any thing be 
more evident, from comparing one part of a writer with 
another, that what David calls the spirit in the one 
verse, he calls the hand of the Jerd inthe other? Bat 
further; in support of the idea, thet ** Spirit of the 
Lord,” and ** hand of the Lord” are synonymous ex- 
pressions, I refer to the followin passages of scripture. 
iczek. i. 12, 20, 21 and ii. 2, and iii. 12, 14, and viii. 
| 3, and x. 17, and xi. 1, 5, 24. Jt would be tedious to 
| quote and comment on all these passages: Put let any 
|one compare them with the following, and he will see 
“reason to think, that ** Spirit of the Lord,” and “hand 


is upou me.’? And chap. ii. 25, speaking of Simeon, it is} 
caid, ** The holy Spirit was upon bim.” And in Acts 


‘és Whieo Paul had laid his hands upon them, the holy! 
Spirit came on them, and they spake with tongues, | 
, nat Sa ’9 
and pre phecied. 

This kind of phraseology abounds in the Old Testa- 
ment. from whence I think the New Testament wri- 


ters borrowed it. Let us consult it, aod see if we can 
ascertain what came on persons, when it is said, ‘*The 
Spirit of the Lord came on them.” 

ist. In Numbers xxiv. 2, it is said of Baalam, **The 


Spirit of the Lord came upon him.” And in Judges 
iii. 1°, it is said of Othniel, **The Spirit of the Lord 
came upon him.*? Now let this last passage be com- 
pared with Judges ii. 1G —18, “Nevertheless the Lord} 
raised up Judges, which delivered them out of the 
hand of those that spoiled them. And when the Lord 


raisedihem up Judges, then the Lord was with the 
Judge. a1 delivered them out of the hand of their 
enewics."? ‘This passage applies to all the Judges.— 


Wheu the Spirit of the Lord is said to come on any 
one of the Judges, is not this explained in this passage | 
vy the phrase, *“*Phe Lord was with the Judge.’’-- 
Evidence of this appears by observing, 

2d. That in Judges xi. 29, it is said, **The Spirit of 
the Lord came upon Jephthah.** Andin chap. vi. 34, | 
that, “The Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon.” — | 





peated chap. xi. 6. When Saul sent messengers to |0f the Lord,” are expressions of the same or similar 


tuke David, we are told, “the spirit of God was upon import. Ezek. te 3, and xiv. 22, aud Vill. he ~ # Thus 


, Sic se} ae | the messengers of Sau}.”? He sent other messengers, | fot example, it is said, t-zek. iii. 14, “* The Spirit Hft- 
~ xix. 6, speaking of the disciples at Ephesus, it us seid, | and the Spirit was upon them also. He went himself, | ed me up, and took me away, and I went iu the bitter- 


_and the same thing took place with him. See 1 Sam./€#s, in the heat of my spirit; but the hand of the 


xix. 20—23, Let these passages be compared wit! | Lord was strong upon me.’’ 1 would observe, that 
the following. What in 1 Sam. x. 6, is called, “The what in the first part of this verse is called, ‘* the 
Spirit of the Lord coming on Saul,” is in verse Tth | *pirit,” isin the last termed “ (he hand of the Jord.” 


' thus explained ; ‘¢ And let it be when these signs are | but we hare it further said, Ezek. viii. 3, “‘ And he 
_come unto thee, that thou doth as occasion shail serve | put forth the form of au hand, and took me by a lock 


thee, for God is with thee.” The very same explana-| Of mine head: and the spirit lifted me up between the 
tion, which has been repeatedly noticed, as given in | earth and the heaven.” Ilere it is represented, that 


the above discussion. Compare with this verses 9, 10. | the form of an hand takes the prophet by the lock of 


Bat further; if we look at 1 Sam. xvi. 13--17, 23, we his head, and by this hand | presume it will be allow- 
shall see that when David was annointed by Samuel, ed he was lifted up. Well, in the very next phrase 


i** The Spirit of the Lord came upon him,” and it isad-| We are told, that “the Spirit lifted him up.” With 


ded, “The Spir:t of the Lord departed from Saul, and ‘this may be compared, Peek. xxxvii. 1, &c. which 
an evil spirit from the Lord trouble him.” Now ob- , Confirms the above statements. 
serve, that what is here catled the Spirit of the Lord,; 48 additional evidence, that, “* hand of the Lord,” 
which had deparied from Saul, is called in the conver- 204 “ Spirit of the Lord,” mean the same thing, let 
sation held between “nem, *‘ God is departed from us look at Psalm CxEKIX. 7, * Whether shall I go from 
See also > Sam. xxviii. 15. But 1 observe thy Spirit.” This is further explained by the next 
Sth. That in 27 hron.xv.1, we are informed, “The spir- phrase,” or ** whither shall | flee from thy presence.” 
it of God catne upon Azariah the son of Odad.” Of Ja-. What David meant by both these he explains verses 
haziel, 2 Chron. xx. 14, it is said, on him “ came 9 and 10. “If I take the wings of the morning, and 
the Spirit of the Lord, in the midst of the congrega- Well in the uttermost parts of the sea; even there 
tiop.”? And in 1 Chron. xii. 18, it is said, ‘* Then the shall thy hand lead me, aud thy igh hand shall hold 
Spirit came upov Amasai.” Itis added, 2 Chron. xxiv. | me.” Again it is said, Job. en 13, ** By his Spirit 
20, ‘ And the Spirit of God came upon Zachariah.” he hath garnished the heaveus.”’ And what is meant 


ne. 





Now, let this last text be compared with chap. vi. 16,' On these, and all the preceding texts, in which the | 
aud we find it explained in the same way. It is said, | ‘* Spirit of the Lord,’ and ‘ Spirit of God are said to | 
“And the Lord said unto him, surely J twill be with thee, \.come on persons, | submit it for candid consideration, 
and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man.”—! whether the phrase, ** hand of the Lord,” does not ex- 
Compare with this verse 36, and chap. vii. 7, 20, are ) press the same idea. In proof of this let us attend to 
aot the expressions. ‘*Spirit of the Lord coming on.** | the following things. 

ind the “Lord's being with a person,” two moves of} In1 Kings xviii. 12, Obadiah says to Elijah, “ The 
speaking to express the same thing ? But in confirma-| Spirit of the Lord shall carry thee whither 1 know 
tion of all this I observe, ‘not.”? Let this be compared with the 46th verse of 
3d. That in Judges xiv. 19, it is said of Sampson, ,the same chapter. ‘ And the hand of the Lord was 
“The Spirit of the Lord came upon him,” and at verse |on Elijab, and he girded up his loins and ran before 
Sth, that it “came mightily upon him.” The same| Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.” That “ Spirit of 
thing is repeated chap. xv. 14. In chap. xiii. 24, 25,} the Lord,” and ‘* hand of the Lord,” are expressions 
itis said of Sampson, that, “the Lord blessed him, | used to convey the same idea, cannot well be doubted 
and the Spirit of the Lord began to move him at times| if we compare these texts with the following. to 2 
in the camp of Dan.” Now let all these texts, which | Kings iii. 15, Jehoshaphat wished Elisha to inquire of 
speak of the Spirit of the Lord moving, coming on, and | the Lord. Elisha says, ‘+ bring me a minstrel, and it 
— on Sampson mightily, be compared with the | came to pass, when the minatool played, that the hand 

ul ° ~ me : s 
jou” gaan In chap. xvi. CO, Sampson says, _ of the tay Peay iedeo! oo B b  cnipeenee abeste 
And he * » 48 at other times before and shake myself. mean apy thing " pe rom, : ida ron 
ist not that the Lord was departed from him.” | came upon him?” ‘That they are synonymous 


. &Roticed above, that the Spirit of the Lord’s com- | pressions, | think still more evident if we compare the 
ine 
i] 





“pon a person, was explained to be, ‘The Lord’s| two following passages. In 1 Chron. xxviii. 12, we | 
“ing with that person ;”’ so the Spirit’s leaving a per-| are told that David gave to Solomon, ** the patteru of | 


Bete ined to be, the Lord’s departing from him. | all that he had by the Spirit, of the courts of the house , 
i 





We cempare the above texts with verse 28th,| of the Lord.” Now compare this with verse 19th, 





by ‘* his spirit,” is explained in the next part of the 
sentence, *‘his hand’’ hath formed the crooked ser- 
pent.” 
| Asa corroborating circumstance, that * Spirit of the 
| Lord,” and ** hand of the Lord” mean the same thing, 
|I submit the following. In Micah ii. 7, it is said, * is 
| the Spirit of the Lord strartened?” If you will look in- 
{to Scott’s bible you have instead of the word straiten- 
ed, the marginal reading shortened. If this be correct, 
‘it agrees exactly with the following texts, Nuu. xi. 23 
|** is the Lord’s hand waxed short 7 And Isai. |. 2, 
“Is my hand shortened at all that it cannot redeem ?”” 
‘and this is explained in the immediately succs eding 
| phrase,—‘ or have I no power to deliver ?*’ Also Isai. 
‘lix. 1, ‘* Behold the Lord’s hand is not shorteued that it 
cannot save.” Compare Gen. xviii. 14. Mat. xix. 
26. Luke i. 37, 
| In connexion with these texts, which speak of the 
Spirit of the Lord and hand of the Lord, it may be prop- 
er to notice briefly the following. Ila 2 Kings ii. 16, 
the sons of the Prophets said to Elisha conce rning Eli- 


’ 


jah,—** Behold, now there be with thy servants fifty 
strovg men, let them go, we pray thee, and seek thy 
master; lest peradventure the spirit of the Lord hath 


taken him up and cast him upon some mountain, or in- 
to some valley. 


” If we compare the first verse of tiie 
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hus described. —| came upon Baalam. If not, it was not this third per-| 
son of the trinity which came upon any of them the} 
Saviour not excepted, for the same thing is asserted, ; 


. i 
and asserted in the same language concerning them 





chapter with this, we fiod the matter t 
** And it came to pass when the Lord would take up 
Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind,’ &ce. We sce 
that what is called * the spirit of the Lord” in the one 
place, is simply termed ‘ the Lord” in the other. Isjail. But, ; | 
any thing mere meant by the ‘spirit of the Lord,” or] 2d. Those who will examine the contexts of those 
‘the Lord,” than that by the power of the Lord Eli- passages may see, that the Spirit of the Lord came on 
jah was taken up to heaven ? | submit it for considera- |} those persons for very different purposes. It came on 
tion, whether the language of Acts viii. 39, is not bor- Baalem, Saul and his messengers, Azariah, Jahazeel, 
rowed from the above passage, and whether, when it} Amasai, and Zachariah, aud in consequence of this 
is said, ** the spirit of the Lord caught away Philip,” |they prophesied. The Spirit of the Lord came on Oth- 
we ought not to understand it in the same way. iniel, Jephthab, and Saul, and in consequene of this, 

if there be any force in these things, shewing, that they judged and defended Israel against their enemies. | 
spirit of the Lord, and hand of the Lord are synonimous'! jt js said in 1 Sam. xi. 6, that * the Spirit of God came 
expressions, one thing yet remaius to be considered, — | upon Saul when he heard those ihings, and his anger | 
What is the plain meaning of the expression hund of was kindled greatly.” The Spirit of the Lord or pow-' 
‘he Lord. Should we be able, by a fair comparison of of the Lord came upon persons to make them strong 
scripture, to ascertain the plain sense of this expres- and courageous for war, aud as in the case of Saul, ex-, 
sion, we at the same time obtain the scripture import: isted along with the worst of passions. The Spirit of! 
of the phrases, ** Spirit of God,” ** Spirit of the Lord’? the Lord came on Sampsoa, and it operated in the way , 
and ** holy Spirit.’ To this [ shall now apply myself. of extraordinary bodily strength. * Nor does this ap- 

‘That the phrases, ** hand of man,” or * ararofman,” pear to have been always alike, for it is said sometimes | 
mean the power of man, | think is indisputable. The to have come mightily upouhim. Perhaps some may 
‘owing texts may be consulted in proof of this. Jer. think, that it was not the same thing which came on | 
xxvi. 14. Ezek. xxx. 21,26. 1 Kings x. 5. 1 Cor, Sampson and others, that came ou the Prophets, Christ 
XY. Compare also Joshua ii. 11. and his Apostles. This upon reflection I think will be 

But in proof that the phrase, *‘ hand of the Lord,” found amistake. It has been shewn, that there is only 
means ** power of the Lord,’ I adduce the following one Spirit of the Lord, and this and the phrases Spirit 
passages. In 1 Sam. v. 11, expressing the cause of of God and hely Spirit, are all expressions used for the | 
‘he deadly destruction among the Fkronites on account same person or thing. Who will undertake to prove, | 
of the Ark of God, it is said,—** the haud of God was that Sampson was not moved in the camp of Dan, by | 
very heavy there.» Does this mean any thing more the same Spirit as those concerning whom it is said, | 
than that the power of God was heavy there? But in ‘* holy men of God spake as they were moved by the | 
the following texts, the hand of God is said to be upon} holy Spirit.” 2 Peteri.21. Inthe days of Moses, the 
men in doing good to them; hence it is called, ** the judges and the prophets, as well as in the days of the 
good hand of God.” Thus, King Artaxerxes granted | Apostles, there were diversities of gifts but the same 
to Ezra all his request, ** according to the hand of the | Spirit—differences of administration but the same Lord 
Lord his Ged upon him.” Ezra vii. 6. At verse 9th, —4iversities of operation, but it was the same Ged | 
it is said he came to Jerusalem, ‘‘ according to the | which worketh all inall. The maniiestation “ the | 
good hand of his Ged upon him.” For the same or, Spirit, was givem to every man to profit with all,” 1 
similar language, see also Ezra viii. 18. 


Neh. ii. g./ CO: Chap. xii, But 
Now if we will take the trouble to compare these pas-| 





3d. When the Spirit of the Lord is said to have come ! 
sages with the following, it appears, that hand of the ©” persons, and to be upon them, was it a person of 
Lord, is just another mode of expression for * power! the Godhead, or what was it? Tbough this question 
of the Lord.”? Thus in Ezra viii. 31, it is said\—** Thea has for substance been answered already, yet | am 
we departed from the river Ahara in the twelth day of willing to give ita more direct answer, With a view 
‘he first month to go unto Jerusalem ; and the hand of, to this observe, (hat Isaiah chap. Ixi. 1, speaking of the 


vur God was upon us, and he delivered us from the Messiah says, ** The Spirit of the Lord God is upon 
The Saviour quotes this passage Luke iv. 18, 


hand of the enemy, and of such as lay in wait by the ™e-” 
vay. In this verse we have hand of God, and hand #04 says, ** This day is this scripture fulfilled in your 
of the enemy. Does any one doubt that hand of the ears.”> On Sampson aud others mentioned above, yea 
enemy, means power of the enemy? Well, if he does on all the prophets, “the Spirit of the Lord” only 
not, must not hand of the Lord or hand of God, mean ; ©@™¢ occasionally, but on Jesus it was to *' rest” o1 
power of God? But by looking at the 22d verse, this | abide. Thus writes Isaiah chap. xi. 2, concerning 
is rendered I think indisputable. It is there said,— | him, “ The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him.” 
‘for I was ashamed to require of the king a band of | Now observe how the prophet understood the phrase 
soldiers and horsemen to help us against the enemy in | Spirit of the Lord, and how he explains it. He imme 
the way; because we had spoken unto the king, say- | diately adds, it is, ** The Spirit of wisdom aud uader- 
ing the hand of our God is upov all them for good that | standing, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of 
seek him; but his power aud ‘is wrath is against all | knowledge, and of the fear of the Lurd.”?, We caunot 
them that forsake him.*®? What Ezra callsin the one | help observing here, the great similarity between what 
phrase, hand of bis God, he in the other calls his pow- | Was formerly said about Bezaleel,and this passage. Lx. 
er; and the hand or the power of God being upon xxxi. J, ** T have filled him with the Spirit of God, in 
them for good, reudered forces from the king unneces- | Wisdom, and in understanding and in knowledge.” 
sary. |The persons under the Old lestameut had the Spirit 

On the whole of this investigation 1 would now make | of the Lord as particular occasions required; but it 
u few remarks. Observe wus to rest or abide on Jesus. It is said John i. 33 

ist. ‘hat all those persous upon whom the Spirit of that by this Jobu was to kuow, that Jesus was to bap 
the Lord is said to have come do uot uppear to have | tize with the holy Spirit. ** Upon whom thou shalt see 
been good men. Notwithstauding this it is said, the ithe Spirit descending, aud remaining on him, the same 
Spirit of the Lord came upon thew as upon others, and | is he which baptizeth with the holy Spirit.” besides, 
that without qualification or explanation. Are we | on prophets and others undef the former dispensation, 
then to understand that the third persou of the God-| yea on Apostles and others under the present, the Spi- 
bead came upon them? I more thau doubt if such per- | rit only came by measure, but of Jesus it is said, ** Goc 
sons themselves had any sucis idea. or that the sacred | giveth not the Spirit by measure uuio him.” Johniii. 
writers iuteuded by this lau;suage avy such thing. = 1) Ji. Says an Apostle ** unto every one of us is given 











all we received.” But to return to Isaiab Iai. 1, ana 
Luke iv. 18 quoted above concerning the Saviour th 

Spirit of the Lord God being upon him, is thus ex - 
ed, ** because he hath anointed me to preach an ei 
pel to the poor.” Was Jesus anointed with a person 

and the third person of the Godhead? Js not this 4 
nointing of him, in allusion to the anointing of proph. 
ets, priests, and kings under the Old Testament dis. 
pensation? In Jesus all these three offices were to 
meet. Prophets, priests, and kings, were but figures of 
him who was to come, and the oil with which they 
were anointed, was but a figure of the oil of gladnesg 
with which he was anointed above his fellows.” Heb, 
i. 9. When about to enter on their office they were 
anointed, and so also was Jesus. See Mat. iii, 16, 
Ailuding to this Luke Acts x. 38, says, “* God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the holy Spirit, and (or even) 
with power.’ ‘The effects of this anointing were, “he 
went about doing good, and healing all that were op- 
pressed of the Devil.’? And why was he able to do this 
and what was this anointing? Observe it is added, 
* for God was with him.” The very same phraseolo. 
gy which we have repeatedly noticed, is used in the 
Old Testament, and which explained the phrases Spir- 
it of the Lord and Spirit of God coming on persons. 
Before this anointing, or God's being with Jesus, no- 
thing is said about bis preaching or working miracles, 
any more than is said about the judges delivering Is- 


them, or the Spirit of the Lord coming upon them. 
Frou: these and other things which could be mention- 
ed, it appears that, ** Spirit of the Lord” does not mean 
a third person of the Godhead, but God’s being witha 
person in the way of power and wisdom, or in all the 
various ways in which these two things were needed. 

In a great many passages the term Spirit plainly 
means power. See among others the following, which 
brevity forbids transcribing or commenting upon. 
Job xxxiii. 4. Psalm civ. 30. Isaiah xxviii. 5, 6. 
Micah iii. 8. Is not the sense of this last text simply 
this? **f am full of power by the power of the Lord.” 
And is not the sense of Isaiah lix. 19, plainly this?— 
‘* When the enetny shall come in like a flood, the pow- 
er of the Lord shail lift up a standard against him.” It 
does not sound very well, to speak as in Mal. ii. 15, of 
the residue of a person, and especially of a person in 
the Godhead; but residue of power or wisdom is ra- 
tional aud proper. See also Ezek. vi. 8. Psalm cxliii. 
10, Eph. iii. 16. 1 Peter iii, 18. 


I am yours. MrkRros. 


MISSIONARY SOCIETIES, &c. 
The following is from a Pamphlet, lately publish- 
ed in New Haven, (Conn.)} on the subject of our Ed- 
ucudion, B.bleand Missionary Sucielies. 


The three great societies originated in the same 


source, with like motives and objects, and officered by 


ihe same classes of rich civilians and proud ecclesias- 
tics. heir policy, in trading under three firms, !s like 


‘that of many mendicants, who shift their clothes and 


‘heir stories three times a day, that they may have @ 
iveble chance of income. . 

The first projectors calculated with great certainty, 
ist. That men are very prone to buy heaven on any 
terms, short of those proposed in the gospel. The bol- 

wers of Avanias and Sapphira, who wished to buy in- 
‘o the Church, abound in our land. Hence there was 
. fair prospect of money, the main-spring of the pew 
religion. 

2d, That full employ would be given to mapy pa 
per makers, printers, binders, gilders, treasurers, sec 
and that there would 
physiciansy 
nding 


retaries, and thousands of agents, 
be no danger of opposition from lawyers, 
werchauts, or any other professions of men, depe 
for support on the currency of op/nions. 
3d. That young men, having the ofler of an age 
i due season, au 
would naturally. 


tio, wit out expense, and of a wite 











qucstion ii the most zealous peison for the doctrine of | grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.” 
tlie Avinity thinks, that te thimd person of the trinity | ph. av. 7,&c. Aud adds, Joho * of his fulness have 





of support for both in toreign lands, 


‘rael, or the prophets prophesying before God was with — 


os 

















ily 
ch ' 
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ly 
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become pious and be zealous in favour of the socie- 
ties. 

4th. That College 
to their number and correspondent income, might be 


s, being assured of great additions 


relied on as a sure support. | 
5th. That the Presbyterian and Congregational 


Clergy might be relied on for the best reasons, none of 
which are mentioned in their annual reports. 

6th. That rich men and great civiliaus, looking for 
the first offices in our general and state governments, 
would be willing to yield tneir names and money for 
the influence of these great establishments. 

In the organization of the Bible society, it was pro- 
yided, in order to keep priestcraft out of sight, that 
the Board of Managers should consist of thirty-six lay- 
men, and the President and Vice President were /ay- 
men; but by a glorious under-current, provided in the 
9th article of the Constitution, ** every minister of the 
gospel, who is a member of the Sociefy, shall be enti- 
tld to meet and vote with the Board of Managers, and 


be possessed of the same powers as a manager hime | 


self.’ This was frap .Vo. 1, for catching men, and in 
it have been caught most of the orthodox, presbyterian 


and congregational clergy of our country, thirty dol- . 


lars for lite nembership of each having been paid by 
the ladies of their respective congregations. 

The Minister members, thus secured, would natu- 
rally aid in the all important work of drawing monies 
from the people, not forgetting the seasons of alarming 
sickness, and the under labourers would have the task 
of making and setting minor fraps to caich men. 

The office of director, which might be purchased by 
a subseription of fifteen dollars annually, and the office 
of director for life, to be purchased by a payment of 
one hundred and fifty dollars, were blank offices of 
honor, not subjected to any service whatever; but e- 
ven this was a second trap to catch men. 

Lite-membership, at thirty dollars, has appeared te 


many /cymen of little farth, to be a fair object of pur- ' view of it exhibits in such odious colours the trapmen 


chase, for which they are well paid by an annual pub- | 


lication of their names. 

The publication of the titles of auxiliary societies, 
with the names of president, secretary and treasurer, 
isa trap of small dimeasions, but just fitted. for those, 
who are to be caught in it. 

In all the societies there is great reliance on the un- 
ceasing labours of auxiliaries, all of which, after col- 
lecting their tithes of mint anise and cummin, are to 
send the same to the mammoth or parent society. 

We have already adverted to the trapping of the so- 
Cleties, and have mentioned the plunder of a bed-tick- 
ing from a poor woman, and came very near giving 
some account of the agency of a reverend member of 
the Bible society in Orange, regarding the last will of 
one of his parishioners, and we are now induced to 
sive some additional views of the trapping of these so- 
Cieties. They verily catch men. 

After every scheme for drawing money has been 
practised, resort is had to money's worth, viz. to the 
produce of Missionary fields and flocks, potatoe and 
pumpkin grounds, to stockings, socks, shirts, and shir- 
tees, to the savings from the richness and ornament of 
a wedding cake, to the savings of a small boy in the 
article of butter, and of a man by the disuse of a neck- 
cloth, avails of a gold necklace from an indigent fe- 
male, Collections at prayer meetings, an old handker- 
chief from an aged widow, the avails of charity boxes, 
old shoes, boots, and hats! If any wish to pursue the 
disgusting detail, we refer them to the annual reports. 
Bh be of such articles is oftimes better than 

ction of money, for the articles. being apprais- 
ed at three or four times their value and thus placed 
to the credit of the donors, whose names are of course 
peubed, may be supposed to advance the donors cor- 

Pondently towards the heaven of these Socicties, 
tole take to be many degrees lower than the 

of believers in the doctrines, and of practition- 


€f3 in the morals of the New Testament. 
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| islands of the sea. 






In referring to the annual report of the societies, we 
find ourselves wonderfully surrounded by traps t6 catch 
men, (see especially the 7th report of the Bible socie- 
) ty from page 147 to page 189, a black list indeed, which 
| we would copy but for its length.) 
_ There is scarcely a populated square mile of our 
country, which is not infested by the graceless agents 
| of these societies, insinuating. themselves into houses, 
as the fibres of a cancer do into the human body, and 
| if the father of a family will not give, the mother may 
make up the amount of demand from her table linen, 
| her spoons or her cheeses, and if -neither will give, 
perhaps a son or a daughter at school may be taxed 
jor deficiencies ! : 
| All this trapping business bears hardly on a class of 
poor honest people, whose whole earnings would be 
but as a drop of the bucket to the ocean, if added to 
the wealth of the managers of these societies: but the 
objection against such extortions from the poor, the 
meek and the lowly, would be partly obviated, if the 
sacrifices, required from them, were to be made, in ‘air 
measure, by the lords of the Bible Depository. Do the 
excellencies, the honorables and the reverend doctors, 
living on fat salaries, deprive themselves of butter or 
of neck-cloths? Do their wives and children forego the 
/use of Indian ornaments of jeweller’s gold on their 
necks, eats and wrists? And do iiey have no parties 
to consume, in a night, enough to buy Bibles for the 
largest county in our new settlements? Alas! the wid- 
ows and the orphan, the poorest of our poor, are to be 
told by the panders of these institutions, that ‘dey must 
endure the want ofall things and must part with their 
last cent, for that the Creator of all worlds can no 
longer sustain his moral government without money, 
and that if he can have money or money’s worth, he 
can carry his cause to the ends of the earth and the 





It is painful to pursue such a subject, because every 


and their employers ; but it is a fect, that, ** asa cage 
is full of birds, so are their houses~. |) of deceit: there 


: 
‘fore they are become great and waxen rich.” 


——e 0:0 


From the Christian Telescope. 


——_— 


HELL. 


Editor of the Christian Telescope, 

| Sir—Being perfectly satisfied in my own mind, that 
/ mankind have been monstrously duped by the clergy 
\in ages past, and that a vast majority of them are at 
‘the present day in like manner duped by them; and | 
| being desirous that my fellow-men who have been | 
groping in darkness, and being still in darkness, 
‘should experience the ‘light of life;” [desire you 

| would insert in your useful paper, the following extract | 
from a Sermon on Hosea xiii. 14. 

As the evidence of the true meaning of the word 
Hell, as here given, does not come from those mon- 
strous perverters of the scriptures: | mean the Univer- | 
salists: but from Drs. S. and A. Clarke, Campbell and 
Whitby, it is hoped that their exposition will be re- 
ceived by our opposers, of the Methodist, or other de- 
nominations, who profess to believe, and who teach the 
people that Hell is a place of punishment in the future 
world. 

The following is an important extract. 

‘The word, says Dr. A. Clarke, is derived from 
the Anglo-Saxon Helan, which signifies to cover, 
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concealed, or invisible ; and h.ve therefore been em- 
ployed with propriety to convey the notion of an unscen 
world, the Srave, or state of the dead in general. Simi- 
lar are the sentiments of the learned Archbishop Ush- 
er, expressed in his Treatise De Lim. Patr. ‘“ We 
have no word in the French or English languageto 
express the idea conveyed by the Hebrew sheo!, the 
Greek hades, or the Latin inferi. Our English word” 
hell bad anciently this meaning; being derived from 
the German hill to hide. Hence the ancient Irish used 
to say ‘ hill the head,’ meaning to cover the head. $6 
that our hell then answered to the Greek hades, which 
signifies an unseen place.” Drs. S. and A. @Glarke, 
Campbell, Whitby, and others, approbate the above 
definition of hell, and harmoniously unite in opinion, 
that hell originally answered to the Greek and He- 
brew terms, but ought not to be used in the woderr 
sense, as the translation of sheol or hades. 

How strange then, that from the term hell, should 
have arisen those dreadful notions, which are so assid- 
uously propagated in the world, and which men of 
fruitful imaginations have so effectually made to oper- 
ate as the means of delusion and aggrandizement. It 
1s not however surprising, that superstition should act 
most powerfully on the fears of her votaries, since the 
human fancy can paint with greater energy the misery 
than the bliss of a future state. With the two simple 
ideas of darkness and fire, we can create a sensation 
of pain, which may be aggravated to an indefinite de- 
gree, by adding the idea of endless duration. Hence 
from the greater facility of depicting the horrors which 
distract the mind or ruin the peace of society, hell, 
which contained just as much happiness as misery, in 
its idea, came to be used by religious imposters of ev- 


| ery description, as a fit engine to awe the mind of the 


credulous into that pliability, necessary to favour the 
views of the avaricious priest or tyrannical monarch.” 


——E >: aaa 


From the Columbian Centinel, 





MR. BALFOUR’S INQUIRY. 

Mr. Russelit,—Agreeably to votes taken at two 
several meetings in the Methodist Official Board, I had 
through your paper notified the public of my intention 
to commence the proposed Lecture, in reply to Mr. 
BALFouR, on the evening of the next Sabbath, at 
Bromfield-lane Chapel. But owing to some trouble 
springing up in the Congregation, occasioned by mis- 
understanding and an unjustifiable listening to unau- 
thorized assumptions, of which I have been informed 
through the medium of a Board Committee, | have 
been induced to relinquish my hold on their votes, aud 
have declined their desk for said Lecture. The Lec- 
ture, however, is intended to commence the Sabbath 
following, in my own place, if no other should offer, of 
which notice will be given next Weduesday. This di. 
version, sir, of my plan has been occasioned, not by a 
want of religion, as it is professed by too many, but for 


a want of a little common honesty :—-The Board, how- 
JAMES SABINE. 


eyer, are guiltless. 
Boston, Nov. 4, 1824. 
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From the Evening Gazette. 
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ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 
The right that God hath in his creatures is founded 





conceal, or hide; and hence tite tilings or covering ofa 
house, and the cover of hooks are to this day called 
Heling, and the phrase to hell is still used as synony- 
mous with fo cover or hide, in several of the western 


counties of England, especially, Cornwall and Lancas- 
ag of the word 


ter. Thus the true and primitive meanit g 
hell, was perfectly accordant with the idea su 
by the Hebrew sheol, and the Greek hades; for as 


ggested 





H = ry 3 i . ] 
nouns, all the three words imply something uuseen, 





in the benefits he hath conferred on them, and the ob- 


| ieation they bave to him on that account. Now 
° 


\there’s none, who, because he has done a benelit, can 
‘have by virtue of that a right toa greater evil thap 
| the good he has dove amounts to; and I think it next to 
madness to doubt whether extreme and eternal misery 


be uot a greater evil than simple being is a good. 
Tillotson’s Sermons. 
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HYMN. 
Far as thy pow’r extends, 
‘hy bounty, Lord, is known, 
Boundless, as thy dominion is, 
Eternal, as thy throne. 
Thy tender mercies, Lord, 
O’er all thy works, preside ; 
While countless, wasteless ages roll, 
Thy goodness shall abide. 
Though sinners in thy sight, 
Yet, objects of thy grace, 
Upheld by thy Paternal care, 
We see thy smiling face ; 
In every glist’ning star, 
In ev’ry circling sun, 
In ev’ry floating cloud, that pours 
its wat'ry blessings down. 
But, in thy Holy Word, 
Thy richer glories shine, 
‘There thy blest, noblest purpose stands, 
Cloth’d with thy Grace, divine: 
The myst’ry, there, unveil’d, 
Thy glorious will, display’d, 
To save our race, from guilt and sin, 
In Christ, our living head. 


We catch the nobler strain, 

We feel the warmer flame, 

And in our grateful hearts, erect 

An altar to thy name. J. FRIEZE. 
SE EG 2 EE I IIL VS 
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SPECIMEN OF ANCIENT PREACHING. 








(Concluded.) 


© sinners, what will you do in the hour of death, 
that you have made no preparation for? How will 
you be able to meet the king of terrors? How will 
you quake and tremble when devils, like lions, shall 
be seen to fall upon your guilty souls, and drag them 


down to hell!—O whither can you fly? God says, If 


they dig into hell, thence shall my hand take them, 
though they climb up to heaven, thence will I bring 
them down, and though they hide themselves in the 
tops of Carmel, I will search and take them out thence; 
and though they be hid from my sight in the bottom of 


the sea, thence will] command the Serpent, and he | God by his spirit quicken you, and enable you to fly |nexion with the Church and Society in Salem, ( Mass.) 


shall bite them. 
Think, O my young friends, think on this awful 
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O ye saints, methinks I hear some of your lamenta- 
tions over these poor souls, saying, ‘* Alas, alas, what 
shall be done! We live in a perishing world, thou- 
sands around us, and most of our precious youth, seem 
to be going to destruction. And when we warn them 
of it, we seem as men that mock,—They are gomg 
down to endless ruin ! and we cannot stop them, they 
will not be stopped! We have exerted all our pow- 
ers, but they will not hear us,—we have called and 
are weary,—all our attempts are in vain, if God does 
not help, O how shall we give up our dear friends 
whom we see travelling in the downward road? O 


it were possible we could venture after them, down to 
the gates of hell to prevent their rnin. We have 
prayed for them !. We have counseled them! We have 
pleaded with them! We have wept over them! Our 
eyes have run down with waters; and we could yet 
weep rivers of tears forthem! O the worth of their 
immortal souls! It is their all! and what will it be for 
these souls to be Jost! O dear hearts, how can we 
endure to see you roaring in them flames, and the dev- 
ils tormenting you! but God will enable us to do it, 
and if you perish we shall glorify him to all eternity, 
and sing sweet hallelujahs in your damnation. but 
has nothing been done to rescue these immortal souls: 
Yes much, infinitely much has been done! the dear 
Lamb of God has been slain! but they will not accept 
ofhim. Christ shedshis richest blood forthem! He 
weeps over them! He groans in agounies for them !— 
He holds forth the arms of his mercy to receive them; 
but Lord, they will not come! O shall nothing, shall 
nothing but the sight of ruin and the outcries of the 
damned awaken their consciences! Shali nothing but 
hell’s hottest flames melt their hard hearts? O blessed 
Jesus, may thy mercy, even thy mercy, that has 


| reached us, thy most unworthy creatures, reach them 


also !”’ 





| Now, precious Youth, can you hear these lamenta- 
tions of God’s people over you, and yet you make no 
lamentation over yourselves? You say, why need we 
be so much concerned about you ?—But I say, how can 
you be so little concerned about yourselves? Are your 
souls of no consequence? Will you damn them for a 
little pleasure? What good do you think past pleas- 
ures will do you when God shall throw you, soul and 
body, into the flames of hell? Though you sleep in- 
security, yet your damnation slumbereth not.—May 


| 


|immediately to Jesus Christ, who is an all-sufficient 
Saviour! 


scene, how dreadful will it be for you in the general | 


judgment! When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on you that obey not the gospel, 


who must be punished with everlasting destruction from | 


the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his 
power: Then wrath shall go forth as lightning from 
the presence of the Almighty, and blast his enemies to 
destruction ; and the immense glory of his power shall 
be displayed in their ruin. 

How will you tremble when that meek and com- 
passionate Lamb of God, whom you have rejected, 
shall say to his angels, Bring hither those mine ene- 
mies, and slay them before me? What amazing hor- 
rors will seize you when this enthroned Judge shall 
say, Hence! Depart from me, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels! How 
will you wail and lament to see the dear saints ascend- 
ing on high to the mansions of bliss, but yourselves de- 
scending down to the fiery coasts of hell, there to spend 
along and an endless eternity in cursing that folly 
that now despises this rebuke. 

O methinks I shall then hear one and another pray 
tha! never prayed before, saying, Come, O ye moun- 
tains aud rocks, fall on us, and hide us from the face 
of him that sitteth on the throne and from the wrath 
of the Lamb, for the great day of his wrath is come. 


© Joes 
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|. ANCTHER CONVERSION FROM METHOD. 


ISM TO UNIVERSALISM. 

| The Herald of Salvation states, that Mr. Cyrenius 
| Forshee, of Fredericksburg, U. C. having investigated 
the scriptures for nearly a year, to convince a friend of 
| the falsity of Universalism, has recently convinced him- 
| self, that the doctrine of universal grace is the truth of 
God. ‘To show the change of this man’s belief, his 
own language is quoted. On June 11th, he thus 
writes :—** Universalisin, that most damnable doctrine, 
introduced into the world by the devil, and conse- 
quently propagated by infidels.” ‘* The supporters of 
Universalism are men devoid of every candid princi 

ple.—They as naturally slide into Atheism, as one 
thought begets another; the reason is because Univer- 
salism and Atheism came from one source.”! The 
man, who could thus express himself in June, on the 
4th of September, acknowledged his belief in the all 
saving grace of God! Thus, like Paul, he has avowed 
a sentiment he once attempted to destroy. Let our 
Methodist brethren search the scriptures to see whe- 
ther these things are so; and when their understand- 
ing is convinced, and their heart is melted, let them 
manifest their faith in the saviour of all men.—Reli- 





gious Inguirer, 


that we could die for them, as Christ died for us! If 





ANOTHER BAPTIST CONVERSION. 
| Peacon James Green has been expelled from the 
Baptist Church in Berlin, (N. Y.) for believing and ad. 
| vocating Universalism. The letter of exclUsion, Writ. 
ten by Elder Justus Hall, charges him with no immo- 
_rality of conduct, no violation of covenant engagement, 
but simply with holding and vindicating Principles 
which he deems heretical. Blessed are ye when men 
' shatl hate you, and when they shall separate you from 
their company, and shall reproach you, and cast ont 

your name as evil, for the Son of man’s sake. Rejoice 
_ye in that day, and leap for joy ; for behold, your reward 
is great in heaven.—Religious Inquirer. 


~ 


UNIFERSAL SALVATION. 


It is the will of God: who will have all men ty be 
| saved, and come unio the knowledge of the fruth ; itis 
| the object of Christ’s mission: and we have seenanddo 
testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of 
‘the word ; it is the joy of angels: and suddenly there 
lwas with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

praising God and saying, Glory to God in the highest . 
and on earth peace, good will toward men; it is the 
prayer of saints: I exhort therefore, that, first of all, 
supplicaltons, prayers, intercessions and giving of 
| thanks, be made for all men ; it is the voice of creation: 
for he (Gop) ma eth his sun to rise on the evil and the 
|good, and sendeth rain on the just and the wnjush 
| When God, Christ, angels and saints ardently desire 
;the salvation of all men, an¢ when all material crea- 
tion testifies in its favor, what can oppose it, but 'igne: 
rauce and evil’ Shall creation bear false witness? for 
\as the rain cometh down, and the snow from h 
jand returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and. 
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to 
| the sower, and bread fo the eater ; so shall my word be, 
‘that goeth forth out of my meuth; it shall not return” 
unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, 
_and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. Shall 
| Saints pray in vain, when they offer petitions in accor — 
| dance with God's will? the effectual ferrent prayer of 
\a righteous man araileth much. Shall not the joyof 
' angels attain the highest elevation? there is soy in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repent- 
‘eth. Shall the object of Christ's mission fail? He shall 
| see of the travail of his soul, and shali be satisfied. Shall 
the will of God be frustrated? who worketh all things 
,aftcr the counsel of his own will, and who says, my 
counsel shall stand, and I will de ali my pleasure.—Ibid, 
REFLECTOR. 
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| Br. BARziniAt STRFETER, has taken up his con- 


and is about to remove to the City of Troy, (N. Y.)to 
‘minister to the Universalist Society, in that place. May 
the Lord smile upon his labours, and render them 
lasting and exteusive blessing to the people. 


The Rev. Robert Bartlett, of Hartland, of the Uni- 


versalist faith. is appointed by the Legislature of Ver 
mont, to preach the next Election sermon.—Cenlinel. 
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Married in Milford, by Rev. Adin Ballou, Mr. Rufus 
Claflin, Jr. to Miss Sophia Cheney, all of Milford. 


Died in Hopkinton, (JWass.) on the 21st Sept. after 
a love and distressing sickness, which she bore with 
christian fortitude and resignation, Mrs. Hannah, the 
wife of Mr. Simpson Homes, aged J4, not &4, as erro- 
neously printed in the Magazine of Oct. 16—No. 17. 

** Rest, generous mortal! rest, thy toils are over ; 

Thy spirit’s landed on that happy shore, 

Where ne’er is sorrow, or distress, or pain, 

Put peace and happiness forever reign.” 


—— 
— 
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